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INTRODUCTION:
Astrologers study the relationship between planetary motion and human activity here on earth.   It can paint a very accurate picture of the “energetic environment” that we are surrounded by at any given time and we can use it to get insight into the year ahead. 

GENERAL:

Saturn in Cancer

Saturn, the planet known to take away excesses, will be in the sign of Cancer (associated with housing and food) until mid 2005.  When Saturn was in Gemini (associated with communication) we saw the fall of the telecommunications industry and Internet economy (dot.com scenario).  Now that Saturn has moved on, we’ll see that industry thriving once again and the focus going to other fields.

● REAL ESTATE:   We will not see property values increase in 2004 like they did last year.  In fact, there is high probability of the housing bubble bursting in late May/early June marking the beginning of the decline continuing into mid 2005.   The real estate market will begin to depress in 2004 and buyers will benefit much more than sellers as we get deeper into the year.  
● FOOD:  The need to eat in a healthier manner will be emphasized.  Restaurants and even fast food chains will find the need to make more adjustments to accommodate a surging demand for healthier choices by the public.
Hotels and restaurants are also represented by the sign of Cancer so we may see some necessary reorganization or consolidation in those industries, especially the larger ones so that they can remain profitable. 
Uranus in Pisces

The planet Uranus, known as the awakener, makes it’s final entry into the sign of Pisces (a feminine energy representing peace, compassion, and spirituality), a once every 84 year occurrence on December 31, 2003.  This represents a big-picture shift in 2004 that will shake up the systems we are accustomed to, sweeping away old outdated structures and replacing them with newer models. 

● The last time Uranus in Pisces happened, women were given the right to vote.  This time around we will see women coming into more positions of leadership in the world at large bringing in a more feminine energy and leading us away from violence and war.

● People will be searching for a greater purpose and meaning to their lives.  As that happens, we may notice a shift away from the values of outward materialism and more towards inward enlightenment.  People will be redefining what they really value in life.
● Things such as intuition, ESP, Eastern medicine, Alternative Healing, Reiki, Feng Shui, Aromatherapy, Astrology, etc will not be so quickly dismissed by critics as people in general become much more open and accepting of these areas.  Discussions revolving around these topics as well as metaphysics and spirituality will move to the forefront in public conversations.   
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MISCELLANEOUS:

It looks probable that 2004 will bring continued major public exposure of those in high profile positions (corporations and individuals) that have not been acting with integrity (such as the creative bookkeeping that has come to light in large corporations).  We will see this in the religious sector, the corporate world and other government institutes that at one time were considered “unshakable” because of their size and power.  This is part of a “pruning” of the world so to speak where universally and across the board we see major clearing of negativity.  Things that are “hidden”, that are unethical, will continue to come to light. 

Due to the opposition of the United States’ Pluto and Mars (two planets that don’t get along) we may see conflicts intensify (especially in January, May and November). This planetary contact points to the probability that we will remain at war through the year.

The dollar may show signs of strengthening in the Spring of 2004 but will basically continue its devaluation.  There is a high probability of seeing new lows in 2004.

Gold reaches a high and the stock market rallies above the levels that we saw in 2003.  
When we hear about business profits in 2004, it will be mostly from cost reduction, not necessarily revenue generation.   Therefore the probability of an improvement in the unemployment figures is low.

PERSONAL ADVICE FOR 2004:

This is a year to regroup, especially if you have been thrown off course in the last few years, and get back on path.  Take a look again at your dreams and goals, reassess if you need to, and begin to move forward again.  Opportunities to create good foundations abound especially through September 25th.
The energies this year are also excellent for self development, inner growth, and for adopting new habits that will allow you to connect with who you really are and in turn accept others as who they really are. 
